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Director’s Note

Resilience and patience have been high in demand as our amazing young artists of Hatchery stayed the 
course through this most strange and challenging season. I am grateful and honored to feel our tribe make 
efforts to stay connected and keep creative and engaged. Every rehearsal has felt like a little gift and I am, 
as always, proud to share the work created for you all in this version of our Hatchery Winter Showcase, 
HOME BODIES.

Tonight’s collection of work is fresh, new, and includes innovative discoveries from our time together in 
Zoomland. This season yields more live performance offerings, including a fun audience participation 
experiment in Breakout Rooms inspired by junior, Stella Templin and developed by the whole company, 
new works for the company by senior Amelie Stevens (look for the full version, performed live in June 
2021), and freshman Edalena Polins Savage, as well as a premiere work created by our inspiring 
professional guest artist Jasmine Hearn. We will open the show with a “Tuning Score” that is part of 
Hatchery’s warm up and weekly practice, inspired by the wonderful Lisa Nelson and sprinkle in short duets 
created by senior/non senior pairings. Keeping with tradition, Hatchery prioritizes space for student work, 
highlighting the unique voices of its young, brilliant company members, who are all both leaders AND 
creative team members.

Not only has SCDT been busy finding innovative ways to keep communities connected and keep our 
programming available through these challenging times, WE'VE MOVED! We will miss our studio at 25 
Main St and look forward to a time soon where we can gather again in our new home at 33 Hawley Street!

SPECIAL THANKS TO ALL THE SENIORS! Melle, Amina, Amelie, Caleb, Mira, Ruth, Amelia, Gigi! Even 
though some of you are not with us tonight, you have all made valiant efforts to stay connected and we 
look forward to 2021 where we will share a bounty of senior thesis events. Stay tuned! Enjoy the show!

https://www.scdtnoho.com/were-moving.html
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Hatchery Fall 2020 Showcase 

Show and tell  
Tuning scores staged by Jen Polins and Hatchery 
FULL COMPANY 

Senior/non senior duet studies  
In response to the senior workload this semester and 
the desire to keep connected to the company,  each 
senior worked independently with a non senior company 
member to create short studies. 

Senior/non senior duet study 
Melle and Rhiannon  

Senior/non senior duet study 
Video: Caleb and Aliya 
  
A WORK IN PROGRESS 
Choreography: Amelie Stevens 
Dancers: Melle, Edy, Caleb, Amelie and the company 
Sound: “Glassworks” by Phillip Glass 

Senior/non senior duet study 
Amina and Stella

HOME BODIES  
Breakout Rooms- Audience goes for a ride! 
4 rooms: 
Interview: Edy and Charlie 
Tuning Score: The Seniors 
Gestures: Maisie, Rhiannon and Aliya 
Doppelgangers: Stella and Greta 

* INTERMISSION * 

Reflections 
Choreography/staging: Edy Polins Savage and the 
dancers 
Dancers: Stella, Amina, Mira, Rhiannon, Maisie, Melle, 
Greta, Amelie 
Sound:  “Time to Fall” by Daisy the Great, “Seals” by 
Cosmo Sheldrake 

Senior/non senior duet study 
Amelie and Greta 

Senior/non senior duet study 
Mira and Edy 

Remember / Imagine us together in space 
Choreography and text made in collaboration with 
HATCHERY artists 
Direction: Jasmine Hearn  
Sound: Edy, Greta, and Jasmine 
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Aliya Axelrad (she/her) is a 15 year old freshman at Northampton 
High who has been dancing for 4 years. This is her second year in 
Hatchery. She loves the moon, dance, visual art, and being in nature. 

Amelia Bourne (she/her) is a witchy gal. 

Amelie Stevens (she/her) trained with Ballet Chicago, SCDT, and 
Pioneer Valley Ballet. She is hoping to get into a ballet company next 
spring but in the meantime she’s hoping to either go to a dance 
program in New York City or to the ballet program at Indiana 
University. She’s been with Hatchery for almost a year now. 

Amina Meckel-Sam (she/her)is a senior at Northampton High School. 
She has been dancing for five years. In her spare time Amina enjoys 
creating and exploring visual art, and participating in local activism.  

Caleb Ballantine (he/him) is a senior at The Hartsbrook High School 
and is energized to be performing with Hatchery Dance Co. Caleb has 
performed throughout the 5 College Dance community including in 
Shakia Johnson’s MFA Thesis “an Intelligent Black Woman” and “A 
Choreographic Offering” with University Dancers at the Fine Arts 
Center. He is a student at Amherst Ballet and has found dance to be a 
vital refuge from the pandemic this year. 

Charlie Mark (she/her) is a 15 year old homeschooler! She’s been a 
dancer in hatchery for four seasons, but was indisposed for a portion 
of the session and is now helping out behind the scenes. Charlie is 
very talented but her best skill is getting lost... she’s very good at it. 
Enjoy the show! 

Edy Polins Savage (she/her) is a 15 year old freshman at Pioneer 
Valley Performing Arts. She has danced since she was born, and 
been in Hatchery for four seasons. Her favorite animal is a bee, and 
her favorite thing to do is walk in the rain. She hopes you enjoy the 
show. 

Greta Hougen Smith (she/her) is an 8th grader at JFK. She has been 
dancing FOREVER but started ballet when she was 5 and joined 
Hatchery last year. She hopes you love the show and put lots more 
kindness into the world today!

Maisie Tuck (she/her) is a 14 year old freshmen at Northampton High 
School. This is her first semester dancing and she enjoys things like 
writing, reading and photography. 

Melle Lowenthal (she/her) is a senior at Northampton High School. 
She has been a part of Hatchery since its founding in 2016. In 2019 
she attended the Royal Academy of Dramatic Art’s Summer 
Conservatory in London. In 2017 she attended Bates Dance Festival 
Young Dancer’s Workshop. This year she directed a live outdoor 
production of The Aliens by Annie Baker performed at Iconica Social 
Club. Melle is deeply grateful for the opportunity to learn from the 
diverse and talented teachers/guest artists who have worked with 
Hatchery, and for the love and wisdom of Jen Polins and Molly Lynch.  

Mira Fowler (she/her) is a 17 year old at Northampton High School, 
this is her fifth season with Hatchery and she is happy to be outside! 

Rhiannon Campbell (she/her) is a sophomore at the Academy at 
Charlemont. This is her fourth season in Hatchery, and before that 
she practiced Kung Fu in Hadley. She is trying to make the best out of 
a strange situation this year, and is glad to be part of such a kind 
community. Aside from dance, Rhiannon enjoys writing, watching the 
snow fall, and eating clementines. She wishes everybody a happy and 
healthy new year, and hopes that they enjoy the show. 

Stella Templin (she/her) is a 16 year old and a junior at Northampton 
High School. This is her fifth season with Hatchery. During quarantine 
she has rediscovered the art of yarn and has eaten more pasta than 
you could possibly imagine. 

Virginia Crand (she/her) is a 17 year old senior at Northampton High 
School. She has been dancing and performing in Hatchery for seven 
seasons. She enjoys doing improvisational dance with partners. She 
makes visual art and dabbles in poetry, sewing and music. Virginia is 
planning on going to art school next year. She is interested in 
interdisciplinary studies. She may study domestically or 
internationally.
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Jasmine Hearn is from the occupied land of the Karankawa and 
Atapake people, now known as Houston, TX. A performer, director, 
choreographer, organizer, teaching artist, and a 2017 Bessie award 
winning performer, they are currently a company member with 
Urban Bush Women, a 2019 Jerome Foundation Jerome Hill 
Fellow, and a part of the collective, Skeleton Architecture.Their 
commitment to dance is an expansive practice that includes 
performance, collaboration, sound, memory-keeping, and story-
telling. Jasmine has developed and shared solo and collaborative 
dance theater performances rooted in identity, memory, and 
facilitating creative space for feelings and fantasy. 

Jasmine has creatively collaborated with multidisciplinary artists, 
Solange Knowles, Alisha B. Wormsley, Vanessa German, Ayanah 
Moor, Staycee Pearl, Holly Bass, BANDPortier, David Dorfman 
Dance, and Li Harris, which have produced solo and collective 
dance choreography for performances at the Guggenheim Museum, 
The Getty Center, Venice Biennale 2019, the Ford Foundation, and 
other internationally acclaimed art spaces such as the Museum of 
Contemporary Art, Chicago and the Houston Arts Alliance. 

Molly Fletcher Lynch holds an MA from The London 
Contemporary Dance School. She has been a lecturer at the 
College of San Mateo, and Sonoma State University, and is 
currently on faculty at UMASS Amherst and Keene State College. 
Molly has toured her work throughout New England, California, 
Spain, England, Italy, and Croatia. Her work has also taken her to 
the Symphony Hall in San Francisco where she choreographed the 
2012 Opera, Carmina Burana. She has been awarded residencies 
at the Academia Dell’ Arte in Arezzo Italy, the Foundry in Oakland 
CA, the Garage in San Francisco, the Pigi Pefani School in Peania 
Greece, the Sausalito Civic Center, the SAFEhouse in San 
Francisco, the Zagreb Dance Center in Croatia and the School for 
Contemporary Dance and Thought in Northampton. In addition, 
Molly also teaches yoga, pilates and practices Tae Kwon Do.

Jennifer Polins is a curator, mobilizer, movement practitioner and 
performance maker, bridging somatics, performance practices, and 
contemporary dance techniques for over 25 years. Jen is the founding 
director of The School for Contemporary Dance and Thought, holds an 
MFA in dance from Hollins University/The American Dance Festival 
and is a 2014 MCC choreographic fellow. Jen is also an assistant 
programmer for A.P.E.@Hawley. She has danced professionally in 
America and Europe, starting with the Joffrey Ballet, Milwaukee Ballet 
and then the Zurich Operahouse Ballet companies before migrating to 
a professional career in contemporary performance art. Jen 
specializes in combining dance technique and composition with 
rigorous improvisational practices, influenced by many mentors, most 
notably- Bonnie Bainbridge Cohen, Nancy Stark Smith, Steve Paxton, 
and Lisa Nelson. Jen is certified in Pilates, Gyrotonic, Gyrokinesis, 
Yoga, and Massage and studied Body Mind Centering for over 10 
years. Jen's ongoing somatic studies deeply affect her curation, 
teaching and making. Jen is guest lecturer in the Five College Dance 
department and creates work and guest teaches in many regional 
colleges and universities. With SCDT, Jen works collaboratively 
with A.P.E.@ Hawley, San Francisco’s La Alternativa and the 
Ponderosa TanzLand Festival. She has collaborated most recently with 
Kathleen Hermesdorf, Wendy Woodson, Maurice Fraga, Joy Davis, 
Jen Nugent, Stephanie Maher, Peter Schmitz, Sarah Shelton Mann, 
Paul Matteson and James Morrow.  
See her work HERE.

CREDITS:
Jennifer Polins, Hatchery Artistic Director
Molly Fletcher Lynch, Hatchery Assistant Director
Em Papineau, Youth Program Coordinator, Stage Manager
Charlie Mark, Technical Support
Amelie Stevens, Intern
Leah Fournier, SCDT Assistant Director, Box Office

http://www.scdtnoho.com/
http://www.apearts.org/ape--hawley
http://www.la-alternativa.us/
https://vimeopro.com/user2635256/jen-polins-choreography
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The School For Contemporary Dance & Thought is opening up enrollment for its 
Pre-Professional Teen Dance Company on a national scale! 

if you or any teens you know might be interested, please share! Take advantage of our new online reality, 
join our dance company remotely from your living rooms! 

Hatchery is a unique pre-professional dance company that supports young artists in developing their 
creative voices in dance and the performing arts. Hatchery offers a rigorous and inspiring training program 
meant to both prepare young artists for a dance career and support their growth into articulate and 
powerful humans. Hatchery members will have opportunities to create work, support the work of peers, 
and work with renowned guest artists. 

CLICK HERE TO APPLY! Deadline January 4, 2021.

https://www.scdtnoho.com/hatchery-national-call-out.html
https://www.scdtnoho.com/hatchery-national-call-out.html

